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Generations at Shalom Park is a new vision in active 
independent living that is Jewish in spirit, making it open to all.  
Featuring a limited number of architecturally striking residences in the heart of a 

dynamic multigenerational campus, Generations is coming to SouthPark in 2023.

To reserve the residence of your choice now while opportunities remain, or to learn 

more, call (704) 736-3343 and take a closer look at generationsatshalompark.com.

PROUDLY AFFILIATED WITH ALDERSGATE



With collaboration continuing 
to play a critical role in deliver-
ing impact across synergistic or-
ganizations, BBYO and Moishe 
House are partnering to learn 
from and leverage their similar 
operating models to better reach 
and inspire young Jews.  

The critical decades of a 
young person’s life following 
their bar/bat mitzvah are defi ned 
by many transitions, explora-
tions, and relationships. Re-
search has shown that one of 
the defining threads through-
out these years is meaningful 
connections between peers and 
mentors as they share common 
experiences and engage collab-
oratively in building community. 
BBYO and Moishe House share 
an approach centered on empow-
ering audiences to create experi-
ences for their peers and a direct 
service business model depen-
dent on centralized operations 
supporting experiences in local 
communities across the globe.  

Through their joint commit-
ment, BBYO and Moishe House 
will be partnering to reinforce 
their eff orts in a number of focus 
areas, including: 

 Developing talented young 

leaders to fi ll key organization-
al roles in the Jewish commu-
nity, including Moishe House 
residents and BBYO volunteer 
advisers

Training and supporting early 
career managers and collaborat-
ing on cross-audience initiatives 
and content; 

Strengthening operations and 
sharing information on sys-
tems, processes, and practices, 
including policies to promote 
the wellness, safety, and protec-
tion of adolescents and young 
professionals;

“The development of eff ective 
leadership skills among adoles-
cents and teens is a vital mission 
for BBYO and certainly for the 
Jewish community at large,” said 
Matthew Grossman, chief exec-
utive offi  cer of BBYO. “ Our alli-
ance with Moishe House utilizes 
the rich human resources of our 
collective community, builds a 
foundation of future leaders, and 
provides new and innovative 
experiences for applying those 
skills in a Jewish communal 
context.”

“Moishe House is committed 
to creating strong and healthy 
Jewish communities for young 

people around the world,” said 
David Cygielman, founder 
and CEO of Moishe House. 
“Through our partnership with 
BBYO, we’re excited to empow-
er the next generation of Jewish 
leaders, cultivate its leadership 
skills, and equip them with the 
tools to carve their own path in 
Jewish communal engagement. 
Our global models have so many 
synergies that will allow us to 
learn from one another while 
each strengthening the impact 
of our organizations and teams.”

BBYO and Moishe House 
remain independent organiza-
tions committed to collaborating 
with institutions and initiatives 
that share common values and 
advance the missions of all or-
ganizations.

About BBYO
BBYO is the leading plural-

istic Jewish teen movement as-
piring to involve more Jewish 
teens in more meaningful Jewish 
experiences. For more than 95 
years, BBYO’s leadership pro-
grams, the Aleph Zadik Aleph 
(AZA, high school fraternity) 
and the B’nai B’rith Girls (BBG, 
high school sorority), have been 
providing exceptional leader-

ship programs and identity-en-
richment  experiences, shaping 
the confi dence and character of 
more than 400,000 alumni who 
are among the most prominent 
fi gures in business, politics, aca-
demia, the arts, and Jewish com-
munal life. Now, BBYO’s network 
of Jewish teens, alumni, parents, 
volunteers, and philanthropists 
serves as the Jewish community’s 
most valuable platform for deliv-
ering to the post Bar/Bat Mitz-
vah audience fun, meaningful, 
and aff ordable experiences. With 
year-round activities in hundreds 
of local communities and inspir-
ing world-wide travel experienc-
es, BBYO’s broad program menu 
enables teens to explore areas 
of leadership, service, civic en-
gagement, Israel education, and 
Jewish values.

For more information on 
BBYO, please visit bbyo.org and 
connect with us on Facebook, In-
stagram, and Twitter.

About Moishe House
Moishe House is the global 

leader in engaging Jewish young 
adults in peer-led programming. 
In 2019, through multiple pro-
gramming initiatives, includ-
ing Moishe Houses and Pods, 
Moishe House Without Walls 
and Jewish Learning Retreats, 
68,000+ young adults around 
the world participated in more 
than 12,000+ programs. Moishe 
House programs are open to 
people from all Jewish back-
grounds and are supported by 
generous funders in communi-
ties across the globe. To fi nd out 
more about Moishe House, visit 
www.moishehouse.org. 
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BBYO and Moishe House Partner to Elevate 
Opportunities for Young Jewish Adults
Joint Commitment Blends Interdependent Approaches Toward a Common Purpose 

By Ellen Engelhardt 
When a child grows up with 

significant medical needs, re-
lationships with peers almost 
inevitably suff er. Such was the 
case with my own child, Annie, 
whose undiagnosed food al-
lergies led to crucial formative 
years spent mostly in medical of-
fi ces in an attempt to diagnose, 
treat, and cure her symptoms. 
This was difficult enough, but 
there is no heartache like the pain 
that comes from a child’s want of 
friendship.

Enter the Charlotte chapter of 
the Friendship Circle, an orga-
nization whose innovative pro-
gramming provides social oppor-
tunities for children and young 
adults with special needs. Pair-
ing local teens and children for 
weekly visits, Friendship Circle 
seeks to create real and lasting 
friendships for a more inclusive 
community. Does this sound a bit 
too sweet for authenticity? Put 
your cynicism aside and consider 
the following: Friendship circle 

oversees more than 35 programs, 
including “Friends on Call,” 
Friendship Circle’s response to 
COVID-19; “Upcycling Univer-
sity,” a craft-based program that 
teaches skills leading to fi nancial 
independence; parent support 
groups and more. Friends on Call 
has over 50 friend participants 
and 1,900 hours of friendship. 

Try to imagine my surprise 
when Sue Schreiber, the family 
coordinator for Friendship Cir-
cle, paired my daughter with a 
young lady with signifi cant au-
tism. I was furious. My child 
was the one in need and worthy 
of the support Friendship Cir-
cle claimed to off er. Following 
Annie’s initial meeting with her 
new Friendship Circle friend, 
I planned to call Sue to get the 
matter straight.

But this angry conversation 
never came to pass.  

On the phone with her new 
friend, Annie bloomed with 
kindness, poise, and leadership. 
As her new friend struggled to 

fi nd her words, Annie demon-
strated patience. And when her 
friend was too anxious to speak, 
Annie asked engaging questions 
with her friend’s interests in 
mind. My child, who had been ill 
for so many years, the one with 
“needs,” was providing emotion-
al sustenance for someone else. 
In return, our dear girl realized 
strengths none of us knew she 
possessed all along. It was mag-
ical. It was also, quite honestly, 
a mea culpa moment for me, the 
mother who had grown so accus-
tomed over the years to pursuing 
diagnoses and treatments that she 
had also grown to underestimate 
her child’s own capacity to give 
and even to lead.  

Friendship Circle knows that 
each of us seeks to connect in 
an authentic way with others. 
It is simply a matter of creating 
circumstances in which this au-
thenticity can take hold and, in 
so doing, move mountains by 
changing the lives of its partici-
pants for the better.

Friendship Circle is an affi  li-
ate of Chabad of Charlotte and a 
benefi ciary agency of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte. 
To learn more, visit www.Friend-
shipCircleNC.org.

Friendship Gone Right: A Friendship Circle 
Story

A virtual Friends on Call Meeting in Progress 

~ YOUTH VISIONS ~
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Matthews Glen, a premier Acts Retirement Community, has long 
offered residents a resort-like campus, superb amenities and 
a welcoming community of delightful friends and neighbors. 
This spring, Matthews Glen is pleased to announce an exciting 
expansion, including gorgeous villas and spacious apartments 
where you can enjoy a gracious, worry-free lifestyle in a brand 
new home. Best of all, Acts Life Care® offers a range of healthcare 
services on the same Matthews Glen campus and protects 
residents’ nest eggs even as their needs change.

(704) 389-3695  |  AboutActs.com/JewishNews
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Formerly Plantation Estates

Living life and looking ahead

Here’s to a Bright Tomorrow



With marchers, runners, 
balloons, a time capsule and a 
musical fanfare, Shalom Park 
and the doors of the Jewish Ed-
ucation and Community Center 
will open on Sunday, May 18. 
And that’s just for openers. The 
entire afternoon will be filled 
with an Israeli-theme carnival, 
demonstrations of JCC programs 
and classes, displays by all the 
Jewish institutions and organi-
zations, self-guided tours of the 
facilities, and much, much more. 
Opening ceremonies will begin 
promptly at 2 p.m. in the upper 
tier of the parking lot. Those 
planning to attend are urged to 
come early (starting at 1 p.m.). 
Parking in Shalom Park will 
have to be limited that day. Lat-
er arrivals will park in the lot at 
Calvary Church on Sardis Rd. 
near Randolph Rd. From there 
they will take one of the special 
shuttle buses to the ceremonies. 

Beginning in the late morning 
at Temple Israel, a march will 
commence up Morehead and 
Providence Road toward Sha-
lom Park. Marchers from Tem-
ple Beth El will join in and they, 
in turn, will be joined by others 
beginning at Temple Beth Sha-
lom and the Hebrew Academy. 
All will arrive at Shalom Park in 
time for the opening ceremonies. 
While the march is in progress, 
runners, carrying their torches, 

will start from the institution 
sites including the site of the 
previous JCC on Sharon Amity. 
The runners will arrive and be 
greeted with a musical fanfare 
during the ceremonies. They 
will light a giant seven-branch 
menorah and present historical 
items from their institutions. 
These items will be sealed in a 
time capsule to be buried in the 
sculpture garden at the Park.

The brief opening ceremo-
nies will feature greetings from 
Mayor Harvey Gantt, the Coun-
ty Commission and leaders from 
the Jewish community. It will be 
highlighted by the placing of a 
cornerstone, designed and donat-
ed by Anne Yudell, and the affi  x-
ing of mezzuzahs and blowing 
of shofars.

The balance of the day will 
feature opportunities to see the 
Jewish Education and Commu-
nity Center (JECC) in action. 
Self-guided tours will be assist-
ed by a specially prepared pro-
gram book and by volunteer tour 
guides stationed throughout the 
facilities. In the Leon and Sandra 
Levine Jewish Community Cen-
ter, the “J” (Jewish Community 
Center) will introduce visitors to 
its wide range of programs and 
activities and classes. 

Demonstrations will be of-
fered in physical education, 
dance, fi ne arts, music and drama 

for all ages from 1 to 100+. The 
Blumenthal Education Building 
will feature an Israeli-theme car-
nival. Designed to aff ord partic-
ipants a chance to visit its many 
and varied classrooms, the carni-
val will off er booths and prizes. 
The carnival is cosponsored by 
the Temples and the Academy. 
Gorelick Hall will contain dis-
plays and information booths for 
each of the Jewish institutions 
and organizations. The gallery 
alcoves will feature an art and 
photo display.

Refreshments will be served 
overlooking the outdoor pool 
complex. They will be provided 
by the “J.”

The entire event has been de-
veloped by the Foundation Spe-
cial Events Steering Committee 
under the leadership of Alan 
Blumenthal. Chair members 
of that committee include: Ed 
Moline, Mark Bernstein, Lou-
ise Bernstein, Brenda Meltsner, 
Marcia Simon, Roz Greenspon, 
Emily Zimmerman, Mattye Sil-
verman, Phyllis Schultz, Lisa 
Foley, Elliot Sanderson, Ginger 
Snitz, Judy Sutker, Larry Segal, 
Bobbie Pollard, Patti Gorelick, 
Florence Jaffa, Sandra Gunn. 
Professional staff  include: Arthur 
Tirsun, Lisa Vernon, Rabbi Rob-
ert Seigel, Stan Swig and Marvin 
Bienstock. 
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Newspaper archives are a treasure trove of collective memories, providing a snapshot of our history. 
The following is from May, 1986.

(Puzzle on page 13)

Yours Truly 
Needlepoint and Knitting

Join Us - Knit,Crochet,Needlepoint
* Handpainted needlepoint 
canvases

* Huge selection of yarns

* Expert finishing
* Complimentary lessons
* Unique gift ideas

THANKS TO THE AMAZING WORK OF VOLUNTEERS
12,000 blankets have been donated to the Levine Children’s Hospital

10,000 chemo hats have been donated to facilities for cancer 
patients around Charlotte

All proceeds go to local charities 704-366-6765

Wednesdays 8-11 AM at the Levine Jewish Community Center 
Thursdays 9 AM - 5 PM at the home of Lynn Edelstein 3802 Columbine Cir.

$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

704­541­5099
fax: 704­541­5989

Only 1 coupon per transaction. 
Expires 5/31/2021

704-541-5099

Take Out or Delivery 
with Doordash

$2 OFF
Any Purchase

 of $10 or more
with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

fax: (704) 541-5989

Together We Have! Opening Ceremonies at Shalom Park Set for May 18

Also from May 1986

Darren Mond, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Irving Mond, was asked to 
be one of two cellists to be in a 
15-member orchestra to accom-
pany Pfeiffer College’s Sym-
phonic Choir. The group has 
led concerts in Misenheimer, Mt. 
Airy, and Creedmoor, N.C., prior 
to their aniticipated three-week 
concert tour in Europe. Darren is 
a chemist by profession. 

Dr. Barry L. Golembe, the 
only pediatric hematologist/on-
cologist in Charlotte, was one of 
the fi ve winners of the WBTV 
Jeff erson Awards for public ser-
vice to the community. 

Susan (Mrs. Hy) Bruck was 
elected to the Executive Board 
of B’nai B’rith Women at the or-
ganization’s recent International 
Biennial Convention in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada.




